gol 12. 


PKrismb. 23. 


The Athenian Mercury: 


es — 


Gueloay, January g. 1694. 


—_ 


Queft. 1. ‘Ma Member of the Church of England, and 
have an entire Affection for the Prayers of 
the Church, and have reapt @ great deal of 

Benefit and Suisfaction by them ; but I meet with one Cuftom 

gn our Churches, wherein I think Perjons are miftaken : There 

grt, I fee, miny Pious and Well-dilpofed People, and that 

ood Education and Senfe, in mojft Churches both in Lon- 
don and the Countrey wher I bave ever been, who repeat alt 
she Prayers after the Minifter with an indifferent loud Voice, 
wot efcaping fo much as the Abfolution, or the Relponfes and 

Ejaculations appointed for bim alone: And {o in the Pfalms, 

which I think are order’d to be read both by Minijters and 

People by turns, one the one Verfe and the other the other. 

Some U've allo beard who bave read the two Leffons, the Epi- 

ile and sve Gojpel in the fame manner, fo loud, that thofe 

who ftand next or near them, are extreamly difturb’d, and 
can't (0 much as bear or diftinctly underftand the Minifter. 

Anoer thing is, that in all the Churches ( except one or 

poo ) that ever I was in, alraoft al she Congregation Sat at 

the Singing of the Plalms, which feems no more decent a 

Poflure there, than to fit when any of the Creeds are repeated- 

ed. I obferve two feverasl otber, in my Opinion, improper 

Culions, for that Savrcd Place, particularly ( to imjtance in 

no more ) the Womens fhowing tleir Manners to one arother 

in tie time of Divine Service. It you'd be {o kind as 10 give 
your particular Advice and Direftion as to thele Matters, it 
may be of general Ufe and Benefit, and I wou'd defire you for 
shar res{on to explain your (elves fo as the meane{t Capacity 
may underftand you. 1 fear you will direct both them and me 
to the Rubrick of te Common Prayer it {elf, or Dr. Comber, 
or Beveridge, or the Rules-fet forth by the Author of the 

Weeks Preparation to the Sacrament, or Dr. Sherlock's 

Practical Chriftian. eo’c. any one of which in my Opinion 

T coafe(s might be (ufficient, but they are not in Hands enough, 

wor can they be perhaps anderftood, at leaft purchas’d by all; 

therefore T agen defire yon to b-ftow one Mercury upon fo 
gl 2 Work, which I know will Oblige many of that Com- 
manion whereof you have fo often profefs'd your felves Mem- 

7, and among the reft your Humble, 8c. 


Ax. As We wou'd always more readily Anfwer 
fich Queftions as thefe, which may be of genera! Ufe, 
chin luch as tend only to Diverfion, or at beft unp: ofi- 
bie Speculition, fo we more greedily embrace this be- 
fore us, and the Opportunity it gives in a little room 
toiatorm many People of what wou'd very much con- 

ce to their Piety and Happine{s. The Queltior feems 
% proceed from a Good Soul, and one that is really con- 
cern dt both for his own profit and ethers, and it this has 
the defir'd effe@, we hope neither he nor we fhall lofe 
OW Remsrd. ’Tis true, thofe Books he mentions are 
Of excellent Ufe, and it’s great pitty but chat they were 
1 wore Hands ; nor are We fo vain to think we can 
advance any thing bevond them, or fo much as equal 
9 them : However, the more People are taught their 
rag the better “twill be if they Practice it according- 
del liad Queftion whethers the greater Enemy C0 
tithing 4d alot or Indevorion. _ Now ipo g ena 
bn te ee Popular Objection againit our Exce!- 
Oren taY> (which even the moft Learned and P:ous 
ed hee are wo great Sriends to’t have acknowledg- 
Ts ae he that is or ever was extant ) than the Care- 
Whereas dig mal way, wherein too many make ufe of ic; 
phe . Men fee all our People (as Dr. Hamzmond 
iv an E in fe be, and doubriefs many others are ) almoft 

od in * . whenever prelentiog their Supplications to 
ther Mind o re of found Words, they'd foon be oi ano- 
now without be as juftly in Love with it, as they 
tlbtelins oe ennt Reafon abhor and hate it. In orcer 
Minds of promote fo defirable an Alteration In the 
~~ Many Men, We fhall give fome plain general, 


an ‘ ° . ’ : ‘ 
4 tone particnlgr Directions, and thofe either previ 


ous, concomitant, or fublequent ; coing before, accom- 
panying the Duty, or tollowing after. Fir/t, Betore 
the Office begins, and that either beto:e we enter the 
Church, or as {oon as we are there, or immediately be- 
fore the Service, as foon as we hear the jorfull Sound, 
warning us to the Houle of God, and the time approach- 
es near, let’s be dure to abftract and withcraw oir 
Thoughts as well as Convertation from the World 
and all Secular Affairs, otherwiie unleis we have a 
rare Art indeed, they will importunately return, and 
diftra& our Devotions : And this eipetally when chou 
goeft to the Houle of God, as we are on the way thither 
We fhou’d go our way into his Gates with hark (ei- 
ving, and into his Courts with Praiie, excite all that 
Holy Joy in our Minds which the Occafion requires, 
tho’ mixt with that pious awe and reverence which be 
comes us when we are approaching our Creator. 
This laft, ro encreale as we actually enter into the 
Church, to fay as Facob did at Betbel, “ This is God’s 
“ Houfe, how dreadtul, how awtul is this place! Sure- 
“ly God is here! This is no other but the Houle of 
God, theie are the Getes of Heaven! A!l che genuine 

Sons of our Chu:ch do believe there is a Holime/s in 

Churches, on account of their infeprrable Relation to 

God, rnd te pretence of his Holy Angels, agreeable 

to the confta: t fence and jiream ot An iguity, and a feri- 

ous Refleétion on this one thing as focn as we enter 

that Holy Place, woud have a g eat Influence on our 

Minds, and caft, as we may lay, an Air otf Reverence 

and Devotion on the whole Duty ; one advantage we 

have to hx our thoughts in Devotion, which thole 

have not who believe no fuch Holine{s. Now the firft 
thing we are to do when we come to our Seats, is 
humbly to tall on our Kyees, and with fome fhort 
Ejaculation, to acknowlecge God's Prefence, and im- 
plore his Bleffing on the whole Work; which praétice, 
it it be in it teif an advantage to Devotion, the Soteme 
nity of it fuie can’c make it otherwife. And this one 
thing we are here to take a particular care of, not to 
fpend the time between our Entrance into the Church, 
and the beginning of t.e Holy Offices, as too many do, 
in vain or unneceflary Difcourfe, or as all of us are roo 
apt, in fuch Though:s as are unfiatab’e both co the pre- 
tent Place and Adien. As forthe Service it felf, firft 
in general, aét Humility, Feith and Zeal thé the 
whole, and obferve well what the Rubrick orders as 
to the ontward pofture and bebavivur, believing, as Ma- 
defty obliges, tliat the Church had Realfons tor deter- 
mining thofe Circumftances fome of ’em in themifelves 
indifferent, tho’ we perhaps can’t every where fo well 
fee into the Reafon; lec’s have a care of our Eyes, 
for if they wander, our Thoughts will follow ‘em. 
In particular. 

1. When the Sentences are read, we are to ffand, 
and attend to ‘em with as much application as poffible, 
as a Preface or Preparation for the whole Service, 
and if we find our Thoughts enclin’d to wander, ig 
may bea very good way to repeat them, and moft of 
what follows, all except part ot che Abfolution, after 
the Minifter, tho’ with a very /ow Mcice, or as Hannab 
pray'd, rather mentally than vocally, unlefs che Perfog 
is fo weak as no other way to be able to keep along 
with the Minifier. 

3. When the Minifter comes to the Exbortation after 
the Sentences, we ave /til ftanding, to sonfider him in 
the Name of God fpeaking to us, as afterwards to 
in our behalf, and to obferve his Direttions in the fol- 
lowing. ; 

3. Confeffion, which we are to make kneeling, 
with a humble Voice after the Minifter, and not on 
outwardly to repeat it, bue with a truly penisent and 
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obedient Heart, confidering well and throughly what 
we fay, and pfivately reflecting on fuch Sins as we 
our felves have been moft guilty of. | an 

4. At the Abfolution remaining ftill kneeling, we 
are not to repeat, at leaft not che tormer part, but at- 
redcingco it asan A of Authority in the Mirifler, w hen 
he comes to thole words, He pardoneth and ab tueth, Bec. 
thankfully and burbly to apply them co our fclves, 
which we may laf ly do, if we truly repent, and unfergn- 
ly believe God's Holy Golpel. But when he goes on 
and changes the Form of his Expreflion, Wherefore lee 
us beleech bim, &c. inviting the People to pray, Or ra- 
ther aétually praying with and tor them, we are then 
to jova with him, and beg God's affiftance for the 
ref of the Duty, and all our Lives. 

¢. At the Lords Prayer, in the fame pofture, we are 
| Confeffion, and woud 
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all audibly, as in the 
veil to take it the cuftom of repeating it 
aakes us not formal in it, faying the words like a 
Childor Parrot without heeding ‘em, but exactly at- 
tending coevery Petition, and atter that and all other 
Prayers to lay Amen, thereby teltifying our Ferveny 
and Devotion, which may in part attone for any wan- 
cring thoughts in the very Prayer, at leaft will bring 
us co our telves again at the beginning ofevery New 
Prayer. 

é. At the Relpor’er, O Lord open thou our Lips, &e. 
We fhou'd joyn in Heart with the Minifiers part as 
wel! as our own, otherwife there will be danger ot 
wandering in beth. 

7. Then, as the Rubrick direéts, ftanding up, we 
are to repeat our partofchat Little Creed, Glory be to 
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the Father, Sec. celtitying our bel ef of the Trimety, ana 
this with lo much che more Devorson, becauie we are 
{9 unhappy to live in an Age wherein there are 1o 


many who deny this great Truth. 

2, We are to confider that Verficle, Praile ye the 
the Lerd, immediately before the Pialms, as a folemn 
Exhertation to us to prepare our Hearts for that Sacred 
and happy Employment, to which we alfo give our con- 
fent when we return, The Lords Name be praifed. And 
here we are to excite all chole affe€tions which are 
proper for the Lauds and Hymns of the Church, as 
Love, Jovy, wc. To be fure as before, that we mind 
the Minifters part as well as our own, even repeating 
ft fofely after him, if we canaot otherwile keep our 
Mind intent upon it. 

9. When the Minifter comes to che Leffons, we 
woud do well with very {ubmils Voice, or only wih 
our Fye, to read them ek him: And carefully ob- 
ferve ( which we allo fhou'd do in the Pialms) any 
ching which occurrs more remarkable in them, moft 
fuitable co our own and the Churches occafions, and 
Treafure upthat in their Memories, for unlels we remem: 
ber what we hear, how fhou'd we be the betrer for 
hearing it > 

to. At che Creed as directed, to ftand up, and repeat 
it after the Minifter, with actual affemtcto every Article. 

tr. Inthe Sufrages alter che Creed, and the Lord's 
Prayer, where we intercede ( kneeling again ) tor the 
King, the Church, the Minsjier: For Peace, Purity, and 
God's Moly Spirit, to oblerve the fame Direétions with 
thoie already mention’d before the Pialms. 

12. To jovyn in the Colleéts tor the Day, Peace, 
Grace, the King, gc. and it there be any Occafional, 
with the fame Devotion, keeping our Eyes fixed on 
the Words, as we] as our Hearts on the things expreiled 
by them, and repeating a]] as before to our telves, (tho’ 
not fo as to difturb others) whereby we thal! have 
the affittance of the Eye and Tongue to fix more deeply 
what we allo receive by the Far fromthe Minifter. 

13. Atche Prayer for al] Conditions of Men, and the 
Phark (giving — It ether We or any of our rear Rela- 
tions «re any ways Api:fed in Mind. Body or Effate,or have 
had any Mercses Lately vouchfafed, we are ina particular 
manner to take Notice of it; and if the Cafe be fignal, 
to intereis the Congregation in the fame, defiring their 
Prayers, returning Praifes, and joining our felves de- 
voutly for ochers, tho’ we are not particularly concern’d : 
taking Special Care if we have receiv'd any Blefling on 
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the Prayers of che Church, not co forget giving God 
the Glory due unto his Name, which ‘ts to coulred 
many are guilty of, elfe why have we io many more 
Petitions than Thank{givings ; at leaft mayn't We fay as 
our Saviour in a Cafe fomething like it — Of Ten Clean{- 
ed or Healed, where are the Nine ? 

14. In St. Chryfoftoms Prayer, we fliou'd be more 
than ordinarily feraent and devour, chat fumming up aa 
it were, as well as concluding al! the reft, that we 
may in this infome mealure recall our negleds in the 
former. a aor 

15. Attend tothe Bleffiiz as @ Mici/ferisi Att, pro- 
nounc'd by the Prieft, like the Abfoliaion, by the Av- 
thority of God, as appointed co Bie/s in his Name, con~ 
luding that and all the Service with a Fervent and 
Devout AMEN. 

This for our Behaviour in the time of the Holy Offives : 
But we have yet a word or two of what is to follow 
before we leave the Church. And, 

Firjt, We fhou'd not burry thence in fuch hafte as if 
We were glad ‘twas over, or fear’d che Church would 
all upos our Heads, as We obierve many of che ruder 
fort of People are wont to do. 

Secondly, Nor fhou’d We ipend that Moment we have 
Jefe before we leave the Church, in Difcourte or ill tim'd 
Civilities, (which fure will keep Cold ‘till we come out ) 
but rather clote all withearne/t Prayer to God that we may 
Profit by his good Word which we have heard, and per- 
form thofe Pious Relolutions we have made in the Pre- 
fence of him and all the Holy Angels. 

Thirdly, And when we return home,lome Moments wou'd 
be very well employ’d in Reflection on what has pats'd, 
and how we have Difcharg’d ail the parts of our Dury. 

Thus have We endeavour’d as plainiy, briefly and 
fully as we cou'd, to direét the Well-diipoied Chriftian 
how he may be pretence at the Publick Prayers of che 
Church with the greatelt Decency, Profit and Advan- 
tege, wherein if any thing eflential be omitted, We 
fhail be glad to learn it our felves as well as to ceach 
others. 

As for the Queftion about Sitting when the Pfalms 
are fung, tho’ a very abiurd Culftom, yet 'tis grown fo 
inveterate, chat we With it be ever altered. One thing 
which gives oecafion to it, may probably enough be — 
the Lamene/s ot the Tranflisron — which there’s none 
who have any Love to thie Church, or tiue Tafte of 
Poetry, but heartily With were alier'd or amended: Not 
but chat chey were well enouga done for the time, 
fome indeed very well, and as they are ; very few of 
thofe that come after have done better : Nay, moft of 
‘em ( Roufe, Barton, not to add more modern and great- 
er Names) do clearly out — Sternhold —~ Sternbold : 
Some are too much Profe, others too Poetical (and yet 
dull enough almoft every where ) {o that on the whole 
we are miftaken if thofe who are Judpes, on the Per- 
ufal of all chat has been yet attempted, wou'd not be 
of Opinion that there is yet wanting a more Corre@ 
Tranflation: However a Pious Mind will make a fhift 
to pals over the Words, and regard the Senie only, 
which is ftil! Sterling and Noble ; and as many now 
do, {0 we hope more wil! fhow that Reverence in the 
Ule of ‘em chat is due to fo Sacred an Ordinance. 


Aoberttifements, 


Fg True Relation of the wonderful Cure of 
Mary Maillard ( Lame almoft ever {ince the 
was born on Sunday the 26th. of November 1693. 
With the Affidavits and Certificates of the Girle, and 
feveral other credible Perfons, who knew her both 
before and fiuce her being cured. 
a 7 — is — ie from Dr. Welwood to 
he Night Honourable the Lad 
subjeer | y Mayorefs upon that 
Printed for Richard Baldwin near the O 
in Warwick-lane. ow 
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